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FARM  TiR  UMS 


All-!  TO  3  CHESTER  EGG  PRICES 

If  the  restricted  purchase  programs  recently  put  into  effect  fail  to 
bolster  egg  prices,  WFA's  Food  Distribution  Administration  may  expand  its 
purchasing  to  cover  all  of  the  50  central  egg  markets  in  the  country.  How- 
ever, FDA  officials  believe  the  market  'will  be  steadied  at  the  support  price 
by  recent  developments  which  include  the  inauguration  of  FDA  purchasing 
programs  in  the  ITortheas tern  and  Southeastern  States  and  the  resumption  of 
egg-drying  operations  in  five  Midwestern  plants  -  two  at  Omaha,  one  each 
at  Crete  and  Grant  Island,  Nebraska,  and  Sioux  City,  Iowa. 

Egg  production,  of  course,  is  heading  into  its  normal  peak  season.  FDA 
estimates  three  -  record-breaking  production  months  for  March,  April,  and  May, 
with  each  month  topping  20,000, DOG  cases.     Total  1944  production  is  scheduled 
at  169,260,000  cases,  or  nearly  3  percent  above  1943' s  record  output.  In- 
cidentally, for  the  past  35  months  egg  production  of  farms  -  the  backbone  of 
our  supply  -  has  exceeded  the  same  month  of  the  previous  year. 

BIG  G-.II:  IIT  MIME"   FEED  PRODUCTION 

Reliable  estimates  indicate  that  the  production  of  mixed  feed  during 
1943  was  approximately  twice  the  average  output  for  1941-42  which  were  each 
years  of  large  production. 

Tabulation  of  more  than  600  replies  to  a  survey  conducted  by  "IFA  dis- 
close a  total  production  of  10,525,869  tons  of  commercial  mixed  feeds  for  the 
first  half  of  1943  compared  with  13,535,395  tons  for  the  whole  year  of  1942 
and  10,034,525  tons  for  the  whole  year  of  1941.     Since' there  was  no  evidence 
of  a  let-up  in  production  during  the  last  half  of  1943,  the  year's  total  was 
far  in  excess  of  any  previous  12-month  -period.     Poultry  feeds  comprised  around 
two-thirds  of  the  total  1943  production,  with  dcxiry  feeds'  second. 

UFA  also  collected  data  on  the  production  and  distribution  of  seven' 
ingredient  feeds.     Estimated  1943  production  for  all  seven  (alfalfa  meal, 
distillers '* dried  grains,  fish  meal,  corn  gluten  feed,  brewers '  dried  grains, 
meat  scraps,  and  tankage)  was  below  1942. 

TOKENS  .TO  SIMPLIFY  RATIONING 

Ration  tokens  Will  go  into  circulation  on  February  27,  1944,  the  Offi^ 
of  Price  Administration  has  announced.     The  tokens  each  will  have  a  val- 
1  point,  and  will  be  used  as  "change"  for-  ration  stamps  which  after  t* 
will  have  a  10-point  value  regardless  of  the"  number  they  bear.    No  r 
supply  of  tokens  will  be  necessary  -  consumers  will  get  their  fir 
as  change  when  stamps  submitted  exceed  the  point-value  of  thei** 
Both  red  and  blue  tokens  will  be  in  use,  for  canned  goods  and 
and  oils. 

HOGS  FOLLOU  EGGS  TO  MARI.'ZT 

The  biggest  one-day  hog  run  in  recent  years  -  the  large 
ration  of    ■      direct  marketing  -  was  recorded  January  3  at  1 
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The  number  of  hogs  offered'  for  sals  totaled  217,200,  compared  with  142,400 

a  week  earlier  and  83,900  a  year  ago. 

The  h  eavy  movement  may  give  impetus  to  permit  quota  systems  at  other 
points  beside  South  St*- Paul  and  Sioux  City,    At  these  markets,  permit  quotas 
have  been  divided  up  among  commissios  firms  on  the  basis  of  the  previous  year's 
business.    Cooperation  in  this  voluntary  system  has  been  an  important  factor  in 
promoting  orderly  marketing. 


TRUCK  CERTIFICATES  DID  HOT 
EXPIRE  DECEMBER  31 

The  Office  of  Defense  Transportation  reports  that' many  persons  have 
erroneously  assumed  that  Certificates  of  War  Necessity,  required  by  all 
farmers  to  permit  the  operation  of  trucks  on  public  highways,  expired  December 
31.    Farmers  should  not  apply  for  renewals  because' the  certificates  bear  no 
expiration  date  and  remain  in  effect  until  amended,  suspended,  conceled  or 
revoked.     In  cases  where  certificates  are  amended,  new  certificates  are  issued. 

'     PROTEIN  MFA  L  A  LLOCA  TED 


Hew  Mexico  has  been  allocated  sixty-five  30-ton  cars  of  meal  for  distri- 
bution from  the  January  set-aside.     In  addition  to  the  January  allocation,  meal 
and  cake  produced  by  mills  within  the  State  from  cotton-seed  and  peanuts  are 
to  be  left  in  the  State  for  distribution,  according  to  information  received 
from  Y'ashington.    Factors  considered  in  the  allocation  for  directed  distri- 
bution include:     The  quantities  used  in  the  State  in  the  1942-43  feeding  year; 
needs  of  feed  deficit  areas;  shifts  in  wartime  livestock  production;  and  geo- 
graphical distribution  of  the  other  80%  of  the  meal  through  normal  trade 
channels . 


A  regulation  issued  early  in  December  by  the  War  Food  Administration  re- 
quired processors  of  protein  meal  to  set  aside  20%,  of  their  January  meal  pro- 
duction for  directed  distribution  to  oritical  areas.    Processors  are  given 
credit  against  the  January  set-aside'  for  any  meal  they  made  available  for 
directed  distribution  during  December. 

JAI7UARY  FLOUR  SUBSIDY  PAYMENTS  ANNOUNCED 


January  flour  subsidy  payments  to  millers  have  been  announced  by  the 
Office  of  Economic  Stabilization.     Die  rates  reflect  increases  over  December 
payments  of  from  four  to  five  cents,  a  bushel.     The  new  rates  are'as  follows: 
All  wheat  in  the  far  7,'cstern  States  of  Yfashington,  Oregon,  Idaho,  California. 
Nevada,  and  Utah,  lBi-  cents  per  bushel.     In  all  other  States  -  Soft  iYh.at,  9§ 
cents;  Durum,  11-*  cents;  Hard  V/heat,  21  cents. 

C/.l.PAIC-N  IN  MA. KING  TO 
C  ONS  ERV--  C  ON  TA  IN  ERS 

r  Food  Administration  is  formulating  plans  for  an  oxtansivo  cam- 

<;c  farmers  to  conserve  containers. 

pply  of ' sacks,  crates,  boxes  and  other  containers  used  by  farmers 
j  short,  and  materials  for  replacement  are  inadequate,  .'iso, 
keep  their  old  containers  i"n  tip-top  condition. 
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AAA  PAYMENTS  FOR  1945 

It  is  estimated  that  as  of  October  1,  1943,  approximately  581  million 
dollars  will  bo  paid  to  farmers  under  the  1943  ACF  and  1942  Crop  Parity  " 
Programs,    Estimates  for  the  combined  payments' include :    Cotton,  $74,613, odO; 
wheat,  0139,855,000}  corn,  $  12 8, 3(35,000;     rioe,  £638,000}     tobacco,  #8,166,000; 
potatoes,  '426 , 791,000;  truck  crops,  06,614,000,  and  for  production  practices, 
soil' and' range  building,  $195, 250,000.    ACP  and  Crop  Parity  Payments  totaled 
0587,976,000  in  the  program  year  1942. 

BRIEFS 

Civilians  will  be  permitted  the  same  per  capita  consumption  of  meat  in 
1944  as  they  were  allowed  in  1943,  according  to  new  WA  meat  allocation  figures. 
Two-thirds  (67  percent)  of  total  supplies  will  go  to  civilians.     The  balance 
will  go  to  the  armed  forces,  lend  lease,  and  others. 

***** 

Farmers  won't  get  any  of  the  50,000  bathtubs  for  which  production  was 
recently  authorized  by  YJPB .     The  tubs  will  go  to  war  housing  projects. 

Civilians  will  get  more  prunes  and  raisins  as  the  result  of  a  release 
order  issued  by  TIF  A.     The  total  1943  pack  of  raisins  is  estimated  at  690 
million  pounds, 

****** 

Shortage  of  freezer  space  has  moved  WFA  to' exclude  from  public  cold' 
storage  such' items  as  lard,   oured  meats,  tallow,  oleo  oil,  rendered  suet, 
bones,  lungs,  udders,  and  horsemeat.    Certain  other  items  are  limited  to  no 
more  than  10  days  in  storage, 

*******  - 

Germany's  diet  is  inferior  to  last  winter's  but  far  better  than  in  1918. 
Retreat  from  the  Ukraine  will  reduce  rations  for  Eastern  forces. 


The  cost  of  living  rose  less  in  1943  than  any  year  since  1940,  according 
to  the  U.  3,  Department  of  Labor,    Retail  prices  rose  about  percent. 
Sharpest  food  price  increases  were  for  eggs,  fresh  fruit,  and  vegetables, 
fresh  fish  and  poultry. 
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